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ACTION NEA-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DRC-01 SS-14 PM-03 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 PRS-01 AF-04 10-03 NSC-10 NSCE-00 

EUR- 10 /064W 

065831 

P R 231402Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

TONRUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5333 
DIA WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 
USCINCEUR PRIORITY 

SEC RET BEIRUT 13431 

DEPT PASS USINT CAIRO 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR IS LE 
SUBJECT: ISRAELI POW'S 

1. RELIABLE SENIOR LEBANESE ARMY OFFICER TELLS US THAT 
THERE WAS MEETING BETWEEN ISRAELI AND LEBANESE REPS 
ILMAC NOV 22, CALLED BY ISRAEL. IDF REP INSISTED 

THAT TWO ISRAELI PILOTS HELD PRISONER BY LEBANESE 
BE RELEASED AT ONCE. THIS WAS SECOND MEETING ON 
SAME QUESTION CALLED BY ISRAEL. FIRST WAS HELD NOV 
17, AND LACK OF LEBANESE REPLY APPARENTLY LED TO SECOND 
MEETING. 

2. AFTER CONVERSATION BETWEEN LEBANESE ARMY COM- 
MANDER IN CHIEF AND PRESIDENT FRANGIE, LEBANESE REP 
HAS BEEN AUTHORIZED REPLY TODAY (NOV 23) TO IDF REP 
THAT GOL UNABLE RELEASE TWO PRISONERS PRIOR TO ALGIERS 
SUMMIT CONFERENCE BUT THAT THERE IS VERY GOOD CHANCE 

SECRET 
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THEIR RELEASE CAN BE ARRANGED RIGHT AFTER SUMMIT. 
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LEBANESE HOPE THIS WILL SATISFY ISRALIS BUT ARE 
NERVOUS BECAUSE OF STRENGTH OF IDF INSISTANCE ON 
IMMEDIATE RETURN AT NOV 22 MEETING. BUFFUM 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED USINT CAIRO. 
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